ic.6     THE MASTER OF THE HILL

and take hopeful pride in ranking with the
faithful. On the whole, there is much to be
encouraged by, and everything to be grateful
for/'

[January, 1882] " School began to-day, and
there are sixty-four boys on the roll, of whom
all but five are on the ground. This is doing
well for the first day, is it not? And then I
am so glad to be back at my work, and to have
the boys returning so promptly and cheer-
fully."

In his achievement for the school, he had
already overpassed the eager, but still hesitant
hope, which was the best he dared cherish
when he took up the work in 1876. Writes
one of his friends:

" About the time that Mr. Meigs entered the
small Hill School, the coming of more boys was
such an event that he would come and stay a
week-end in order to say,' I have got two new
boys/ I said to him, ' When you get twenty-
five or thirty boys you will be satisfied, won't
you?* He answered very hesitatingly, 'Yes,
I think I shall be, but perhaps I would like
fifty/"

As he refers, in a letter of 1882, to new boys
who were entering, and the general progress
of the school, he writes: "It is certainly a
blessed kind of bread, material and immaterial,
to have come back after many .'days/*my
